
ABA Ten Principles of a Public Defense Delivery System
B l a c k L e t t e r

1Th  e pu  blic defen  se fu  n  ct  io  n  , in  clu  din  g t  h  e select  io  n  , fu  n  din  g  , an  d paym  en  t o  f defen  se co  u  n  sel is

independent.

2W  h  ere t  h  e casel  o  ad is su  f  f  icien  t  ly h  ig  h  , t  h  e p  u  b  lic de  f  en  se d  el  iv  ery sy  st  em co  n  sist  s o  f bo  t  h a def  en  d  er o  f  f  ice

an  d t  h  e act  iv  e p  art  icip  at  io  n o  f t  h  e p  riv  at  e b  ar.

3C l i e n t s ar e sc r e e n e d f o r e l i g i b i l i t y , an d d e f e n s e c o u n s e l i s ass i g n e d an d n o t i f i e d o f ap p o i n t m e n t , as so o n as

feasible aft  er clien  t  s’ arrest  , deten  t  io  n  , o  r requ  est fo  r co  u  n  sel.

4D  efense coun  sel is provided sufficient tim  e and a confidential space within w  hich to m  eet with the client.

5D  efen  se co  u  n  sel’s w  o  rklo  ad is co  n  t  ro  lled to perm  it t  h  e ren  derin  g o  f qu  ality represen  t  at  io  n  .

6D  ef  en  se co  u  n  sel  ’s ab  ilit  y  , t  rain  in  g  , an  d ex  p  eri  en  ce m  at  ch t  h  e co  m  p  lex  it  y o  f t  h  e case.

7Th  e sam  e at  t  o  rn  ey co  n  t  in  u  o  u  sly represen  t  s t  h  e clien  t u  n  t  il co  m  plet  io  n o  f t  h  e case.

8T h e re i s p ari t y b e t w e e n d e f e n se co u n se l an d t h e p ro secu t i o n w i t h re sp e ct t o re so u rc e s an d d e f e n se

counsel is included as an equal partner in the justice system.

9D  efense coun  sel is provided with and required to attend continu  ing legal education.

10D  efen  se co  u  n  sel is su  perv  ised an  d syst  em  at  ically review  ed fo  r qu  ality an  d efficien  cy acco  rdin  g

to nationally and locally adopted standards.
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